JULY 12]                   ST JOHN GUALBERT, A.                         777

earth."    St John was himself a perfect model of all virtues, and tender
and compassionate towards all, especially the sick.   This compassion for
them he learned by his own perpetual infirmities and weakness of stomach.
Such was his humility that he would never be promoted even to Minor
Orders, never presumed to approach nearer the altar than was necessary
to receive the holy communion, and never would open the church door,
but always prayed one in Minor Orders to open it for him.   He was very
zealous for holy poverty, and would not allow any monasteries to be built
in a costly or sumptuous manner, thinking such edifices not agreeable
to a spirit of poverty.    He founded the monastery of St Salvi, that of
Moscetta, that of Passignano, another at Rozzuolo, and another at Monte
Salario.   He reformed some other monasteries and left about twelve houses
of his Order at his death.   Besides monks, he received lay-brothers, who
were exempt from choir and silence, and employed in external offices.
This is said to be the first example of such a distinction; but it was scon
imitated by other Orders,    The saint's charity to the poor was not less
active than his love for holy poverty.   He would have no poor person sent
from his door without an alms, and often emptied all the granaries and
stores of his monasteries in relieving them.   In a great dearth he supplied,
sometimes by miracle, the multitudes of poor people that flocked to his
monastery of Ruzzuolo.    The saint was endowed with the spirit of pro-
phecy, and by his prayers restored many sick persons to perfect health.
The holy Pope Leo IX went to Passignano on purpose to see and converse
with this holy man.   Stephen IX and Alexander II had the greatest esteem
for him.   This latter testifies that the whole country where he lived owed
to his zeal the entire extinction of simony.   The holy man at length fell
sick of a sharp fever at Passignano.    He called for all the abbots and
superiors of his Order, and telling them he was soon to leave them, strongly
exhorted them to watch vigilantly over the most exact observance of their
rule, and to maintain peace and fraternal charity.   After this, having most
devoutly received the last sacraments, he died happily on the I2th of July
in 1073, being seventy-four years old.   Pope Celestine III having caused
juridical informations to be taken concerning his virtues, solemnly enrolled
him among the saints in the year 1193.

The eminent degree of penance and sanctity to which the divine grace
raised this saint was the fruit of his mildness in forgiving an injury.
Christ not only commands us to pardon all offences, but has reconuneodod
this precept to us with his expiring breath, with his head crowned with
thorns, and his hands stretched out for us. We renounce the glorious title
of being his disciples if, whilst we behold him hanging on the cross and
hear his last prayers, we trample on his sacred law and harbour malice in
our hearts against a brother whom our dying Redeemer commands us to
forgive for his sake. Can we be angry with him who is by so many sacred